“FACTS ARE STUBBORN THINGS,”

ORr
Nine plain Queflionsto Qh,e people of Conneélicut,
with a bricfl reply to each,

BY THEIR FRULITS YB SHALL XNOW THEM.
\

ueltion gthe—Wiy did an_oppofition exift
dgn%ﬁ the adminifirations of Wafbington and
Adams ?
“ IT will be recollected by thofe who re-
cur to the 'adoption of the conftitution
that it met with a violent oppofition in the
fate conventions,, This was particularly
the cale'in the larger States. It was long
doubtful how the queRior. would be decided
in Maffachufetts, New-York, Penufjlvania,.
and Virginia, In North.Carolina, New-
Hampfhire, and Rhode-Ifland, jt was at
firk, rejefted. Vermont was not then a
member of the Union, and Kentucky and
Tenneffee,have fince been erected into flates.
In Connegticut, New-Jetfey, Delaware, Ma-
ryland, South Carolina, and Georgia it was
fpeedily adopted. Connedicut, as it was
before remarked, clearly faw her foture
welfare in that Conftitution—fhe had fuffer-
ed enough fram her pawerful neighbours —
fhe withed finely fecurity againft op?reﬂive
and partial impolls, as the has fince’experi.
enced.—Virginia, Pennfylvania, and New-
York, on the contrary, felt this as a deadly
blow to their ftate pride—to their gigantic
firides at national aggrandizement. It was
humiliating to the ancient dominion to learn
that Delaware was to have an equal vote
with her in one important branch of the na.
tional legiflature®. N
It is alfo obvious that the eftablifiment
of the general government,mufl of neceflity,
diminith the greatnefs and grandeur of Rate
officers, Ambition faw no charms in this,
~Hence Mr, Jefferfor whohad been gov.
ernor of Virginia~~Gov. Clinton and Mr,
Samuel Adams, were among its oppofets.
This was the fa refpeding many other
leading.men in the feveral fates, andit isa
‘truth which mult have weight in this place,
that thofe men with few exceptions, who op-
pofed that conftitution, have (nce been
 found in the ranks of democracy.

When this government went into opera-
tion, many great offices were to be beftow
ed. Ambition here was on fire, The ven.
erable man who then prefided filled the offi-
ces with fingular wifdom, but all could nat
be gratified,  Six judges of the fupreme
court were appointed—EFow many M¢Keans
thought themfelves worthy candidates tor
thefe places ? Secretaries were appointede—
How many Chancellor Livingltens afpired
to that dignity ? How many fought with anx.
iety to be Attorneys, Marfhals, Colle@ors,
&c. &c. and how many were forely difap-
pointed ; Perhaps fifty whers vne was grrate
ified—Ilere was an ample neld opeaed for
the operation of ambition, not that ambition
which ftrives to excel in doing good—hut
an ambition fierce and cruel—imparitnt of
oppofition—an ambition which is uow la-
boting to defiroy the reputation of Fedea!-
ifts in Conne&icut—which, fince the q.;\nﬂn.
¢y, has been unceafingly infliting mi?e"’.hﬂ,

* It will be noucedsebat this equal repr’ natas
tion in the Scnate cannot be altered thavgl (e ¢
amendments may be made, The wote ' 3
that the {mall ftates are indebted for thy ! of
to she late Mr. Shermane
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‘nan—which has gibbeted the fair fame of
Wafhington, and which has lately turned
Europe into ane great flanglter houfe of
human victims. X

The funding fyftém was a meafere vio.
lently oppofed 1o the feelings of the mem.

“ters of Congrels from the fouth,  Though

the debt agdinit'the United States, was -
curred for the general defence, and there.
fore a f4ir debt againlt 1 unich, yerit was
principally owned in Pennfylvania and the
ftues to the northward of her. It was nat.
pleafing to thofe who did not own it to con-
tibute for its payment.  Patriotifin yielded
to felifhnefs in this infance us it has fore-
times done in others, -

The provifions of the national govern.
ment were calculated 1o foller commerce,
and paiticularly to augment American fiip-
ping.  The extrd duties wifely laid on for-
eign bottoms, and on goods imported in
them, among other meafures, contributed
greatly o this end, It was forfeen that,
without fuch duties, the fhips of vther na-
tiuns, would come to our ports aud tranf-
portow produce to foreign markets, <Thefe
duties operated to prevent this meafure and
to incredfe thip building—this to the north.
ern fiates was an, objec of gicat importance.

. The fouthein Rates faw, in this, and other

regulations, the encreafing wealth of New-
Enpland,  This was no confolation to them,
Hence the prefent Congrefs is attempting to
repeal thofe duties, The undentable confe-
quence of a repeal, will be, that( other na.
uens will immediately commence carriers
for us.—this will diminifh effentially the
wealth of New.England, and thisbeing well
undeiflood by our meichants, there is bur
one opinion umaong them on the fubjed.

Itis fuipuifing that a ConneRicut man
thould have any doubts an this queltion, yet
we find Abraham Bifhop, who furnithes ma-
ny creeds for his party, though not one of
them has uny confidence in bis integrity,
publithed a teatife,* fRrongly urging that
all-om fhips fhould be deftiuyed, and other
nations, become our carriers,  Such a trea

. tile, one would apprehend, would be as lit-
te rehifhed among the New.England mer-
chants and thip builders, as the treatif in
favor of yepealing the tax on diflilleries— |
both are ‘well adupted for the climatg of |
Virginia, where they buikl no fhips, but |
manufi@ure much whitky, In New Eng-
land ivis yeu deemed more advantageous
to morals and health, and more conducive
ta profperity, to be celebrated for the num-
ber of our fhips, than the rumber of our dif-
ttllerics,

The war in Europe which originated in
the French revolution, tended to augment
the oppofition of which [ am fpeaking.—
France at this period, broached a fet of new
do&trines, on almolt every fubjed,—All the
maxims in politics, tnorals und religion

. which had been fan@ioned by the wifdom

of ages, wure openly expofed, 'The fafci-
nating theory that all reftraints upon the
paflions, und that goverhment itlelf, were
cusfes, was advocated. Tt was proclaimed
that'a new era had begun, and that the peo-
ple of the United States were kindly itivit-
ed to aflit Frenshmen to eftablith a mellen.
nium, and participate with them in its joys.
Self governthent alone was erjeined, and
weak and wicked men were aflured that
they wetc foon to be perfe@ and Godlike,—
Tt was a part of the fame fyltem to confid-
er Great Britain as in hoftility with the reft
of the world, and that it was the duty of all
natians to efpoufe the caufe of France a.
gainfl this common evemy.  Genet," aided
by many of our countrymen, was fpreadmg
thismet of defirudtion for us, By calling to
his aid the ronfideration that during our re-
volution, his natien affifled us, Every en-
gine was employed to excite the paffions of
Americans to enter into this dreadful con.
traverfy. About this period the famous
refolutions of Mr, Madifon, which were al-
ways confidered as the produétion in reality
of Mr. Jefferfon, were fubmitted to Congrefs,
The obvious tendency of thefe was to draw
clofer the bands between us and France, and

to indiredtly attach Great.ritain,
‘Wathington and his councils, faw, in this
enchanting fyfiem—this fafcinating French
theary, nothing but mifchief. e {aw that,
under the fpeciovs garb of attempting to
ameliorate tlie condition ot man, a wild and
intemperate uttack was made, on the peace,
orden and happinefs of the world. Inltead
.!heref:)rc of liftning to the voice which en-
deavored to allure the United States into
that terrible vortex of Feench politics, he
vefitted every artempt to produce a partiali-
ty {or either of the contending patties, and
eftablithed with the firiGelt good faith, an
uptight and dignified nevtrality.—-Here he
incurred the keen refenyment of French phi.
lofophers and their dutiful difeiples, Hence
We find that duting the firlt four years of
his prefidency, war was procdaimed againft
Bim and his meafures, in 4 newfpaper, prin-
ted by one Frencau who was then lectetary
to Mr, ]cfirr{nn.
* It thould be mentioned that this was betore

s farher was made colle@or of the port of New-
Hoved, .

(_Feff’: eflaon and anfue

will be given Friday.)




